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BACKGROUND
Food systems transformation is a key entry point to achieve peace, prosperity and

sustainability, attaining the goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In 4th Global Conference of the

2021, the United Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) set the stage for actors across One Planet network’s Sustainable
the globe to explore the interconnections between food systems and today’s pressing chal- Food Systems Prog ramme

lenges to identify ways to make food systems more sustainable. The UN Secretary-Ge-
neral has committed to convene a global stocktaking meeting every two years to review
progress in implementing the outcomes of this process and its contributions to the achie- TH E

vement of the 2030 Agenda. TRANSFORMATION
The first UN Food Systems Stocktaking Moment will take place in July 2023, and will aim at WE N E E D
creating a conducive space for countries to review commitments to action that were made

during the UNFSS, share success stories and early signs of transformation, maintain the

momentum for bold acceleration and action to further the resilience of food systems, ad-
. . . . o Towards the 1st

vocate for their adaptation to climate change, ensure they contribute to communities’ re- X

silience to shocks and crises, and boost the achievement of the Sustainable Development StOthaklng Moment:

Goals (SDGs).

In view of the Stocktaking Moment, the 4 th Global Conference of the One Planet’s Networ- Emerg I ng from g lobal
k’s Sustainable Food Systems Programme is looking at main barriers and bottlenecks in crises by shaping
relation to food systems transformation, providing a space for National Convenors, UN- sustainab[e_ resi[ient_
FSS Coalitions and other relevant multi-stakeholder initiatives to present transformatio- healthy, and inclusive

nal actions that promote a food systems approach and to build capacities and deepen

collective efforts towards sustainable food systems pathways. food SySte e

CONTEXT )
Countries and populations across the Mediterranean are facing interdependent chal- 24 - 27 AP”"' 2023
lenges linked to cascading effects of conflict, climate emergencies, and demographic Ha NOI, Viet Nam

pressures. Several countries are net food importers, in particular for cereals, which expo-
se livelihoods to trade disruptions, market fluctuations and a double burden of undernu-
trition and obesity trends. At the same time, climate change affects the Mediterranean
region significantly more than the world average, leading to competing demands for land,
water and energy, in a region already deeply impacted by shrinking natural resources.

The global high-level momentum for boosting collaboration to transform agrifood sy-
stems is thriving also in the Mediterranean region, including through:

¢ policy dialogue to respond to the ongoing food crisis, by identifying common
approaches to address shared food systems related challenges;

e enhanced technical cooperation through multi-stakeholder mechanisms at regional
level, as urged by the UNFSS;

¢ engagement of countries in the UNFSS process and follow-up, through the develop- ’

ment and implementation of their National Pathways.



https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit
https://www.unfoodsystemshub.org/fs-stocktaking-moment/en
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/programmes/sustainable-food-systems/4thconference
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7978en

To this effect, the International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies (CIHEAM), the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (FAQ), the Secretariat of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) and the Partnership for Research and
Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA] have joined forces in a multi-stakeholder initiative for Sustainable Food Systems in
the Mediterranean (SFS-MED Platform), as an affiliated project of the One Planet Network’s Sustainable Food Systems Programme.

The SFS-MED Platform offers a forum for multi-stakeholder dialogue and collaboration, a network for strengthening knowledge
sharing and capacity building around the sustainable food systems approach, and opportunities for regional cooperation among Me-
diterranean countries and public/private actors for a transformation towards more sustainable food systems in the Mediterranean.

OBJECTIVES OF THE SIDE EVENT

The main objective of this side event is to showcase food systems transformation processes and pathways in the Mediterranean,
as a direct contribution to the UNFSS follow-up process, by fostering more knowledge sharing, leveraging new collaborations and
partnerships, as well as, mobilizing more resources to further consolidate the joint SFS-MED Platform’s effort. Echoing the global
objectives and efforts of the One Planet Network’s SFS Programme at regional level, the work conducted by the SFS-MED Platform
focuses on leveraging cross-country and multi-stakeholder collaboration to advance sustainable food systems transformation in
the Mediterranean region.

The side event builds on the outcomes of previous dialogues and events co-organized by the SFS-MED Platform in the framework
of the UNFSS and the 3rd World Conference on the Revitalization of the Mediterranean Diet, which saw the participation of UNFSS
National Convenors from several Mediterranean countries. This process allowed to identify key priorities, areas of work, and potential
levers of change that are now at the core of the SFS-MED Platform activities aimed at transforming food systems in the Mediterrane-
an. The UfM Ministerial Declarations on Sustainable Blue Economy, Environment and Climate Change and Research and

Innovation have further consolidated the political support around the process.

The expected outcome is the consolidation of a Mediterranean collaborative way forward, embracing the concepts of blue, green
and circular economy, fostering research and innovation, and leveraging the Mediterranean diet to bring about more sustainable

consumption and production patterns, all key for achieving progress towards the 2030 Agenda in the region.
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https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/programmes/sustainable-food-systems/sfs-med-platform
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb7978en
https://3mdconference.org/
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